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SAN DIEGO BLOOD BANK ANNOUNCES EVENT TO REPLACE  

CHARGERS BLOOD DRIVE  

Announcement Made at Padres Summer Blood Drive 

  
SAN DIEGO (June 27, 2017) –  Today, the San Diego Blood Bank announced plans for a new 

event to fill the hole of the loss of the San Diego Charger’s Blood Drive. 

 

Chargers Hall of Fame kicker Rolf Benirschke made the announcement at the first Annual 

Padres Summer Blood Drive, an event held today at Park in the Park, which collected 

approximately 300 pints of blood to meet the high demand for blood in the summer.  

 

The new event, “San Diego Cares: It’s in Our Blood” will take place on Saturday, December 

16, at the Town & Country Convention Center in Mission Valley.  This event will celebrate a 

San Diego that cares for its community, while maintaining a major local sports team presence.   

 

The annual Chargers Blood Drive, which has been a tradition in San Diego for 38 years, 

collected over 74,000 pints of blood in total.  Since each pint can save up to three lives, Chargers 

Blood Drive saved nearly 222,000 lives – enough to fill Qualcomm Stadium three times over.   
 

“When the Charger’s announced they were leaving, we were immediately contacted by the 

Padres, the Gulls, the Holiday Bowl, among other community leaders, who have all committed to 

continuing this iconic San Diego event.  In addition, there was a desire to  transform it into 

something that brings together even more of the San Diego community in a new way, while 

maintaining a local sports theme, and still focusing on the need for blood during the holidays” 

said David Wellis, CEO, San Diego Blood Bank. 

 

To be eligible to donate blood, you must be at least 17 years old (16 years old with parental 

consent), weigh at least 114 pounds, and be in general good health. Eligible blood donors are 

encouraged to schedule an appointment to give by visiting the event website or calling 1-800-4-

MY-SDBB (1-800-469-7322).   

 

About the San Diego Blood Bank  
SDBB is dedicated to community health by providing a reliable supply of blood to patients in 

need. Our vision is to further ensure the health of our community by simultaneously delivering 

related health and wellness education and services and extending into research. SDBB is an 

independent, 501©(3) non-profit  that serves hospitals in San Diego, Orange, Imperial and Los 

Angeles counties with blood transfusion products and reference laboratory services. SDBB 

currently operates six local donor centers and 10 bloodmobiles. SDBB’s Cell Therapy Program 

provides lifesaving stem cell transplants to patients worldwide. For more information about 

SDBB, visit www.SanDiegoBloodBank.org or connect with us on Facebook and Twitter.   
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